Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Association of Atholl Lodges held on the 11th of July 2011 at Freemasons Hall London WC2B 5AZ.

Present. Bros.G.Abraham, C.Webster, R.Wilson, T.Mahoney, A.Marrable, A.Wells, N.Letherby, T.Shields, D.Mahoney. D.Roberts and C.Moore

Apologies were received from Bros K.Tallon, D.Evans, P.Gardner and A.Peters

The minutes of the meeting held on the 14th of April 2011 were approved subject to the inclusion of the resignation of Bro.Lancelot Stimpson.

There were no matters arising.

Chairman’s Report. The Chairman reported that during the past year the Association had participated in many enjoyable visits to Atholl Lodges. 

These included the following lodges that were celebrating major anniversaries: -

8th September Vitruvian Lodge No 87 in London. This Lodge was claiming it was consecrated 200 hundred years ago, however it could not show continuity of records and so its claim was not officially recognised by Grand Lodge. The visit by the Association was informal with no specific imput. However, the evening was very enjoyable with a Champagne reception at the Pillar of Hercules followed by a White Table dinner at Langhans Restaurant in Mayfair.

22nd September. Loyal Cambrian Lodge No110, in Merthyr Tydfil. This Lodge was celebrating its 200 Anniversary with the M.W, Pro Grand Master as the guest of honour. Members of the Association paraded in under our banner and the Chairman presented an inscribed gavel to the W.M Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards, who was also the PGM of the Province. This event was highly enjoyable with the guests entertained at dinner by the local male voice choir.

16th December, Ghion Sancta Maria Lodge No49, in London. This Lodge was celebrating its 200 anniversary, with a meeting, reception and dinner at Mark Masons Hall. The M.W.Pro Grand Master and the R.W.Metropolitian Grand Master were guests of honour. The Chairman gave an address on the History of the Atholl Lodges, and all members of the Association were well received and had a splendid evening.

gave an address on the History of Atholl 3rd February. Lodge of Prosperity No 65 in London, this Lodge was celebrating 250 Anniversary with the RW.Assistant Grand Master and the RW Metropolitan Grand Master as guests. Members of the Association were very well received and an inscribed gavel was presented to the WM to commemorate the event.

7th March. Union of Waterloo Lodge No 13 in Bromley Kent, this Lodge was celebrating its 250 Anniversary with the Junior Grand Warden, Sir Ronald Stuart-Paul KBE as guest of honour. Members of the Association paraded in under our banner dressed in Ancient Costume. The Chairman gave an address on the History of the Atholl Lodges an inscribed gavel was presented to the WM by RW Pro GM Jonathon Winpenny (a Vice President of our Association).

21st March. Social Lodge No 62 in Manchester. This Lodge was celebrating its 200 Anniversary with the RW Assistant Grand Master as guest of honour. Our Grand Patron, RWBro, presented members of the Association paraded in under our banner dressed in ancient Costume, the Chairman Lodges and an inscribed gavel to the WM. David Kenneth Williamson AGM.

4th May. Lodge of Economy No 76, in Winchester. This lodge was celebrating its 250 Anniversary and members of the Association were well received. In the absence of the Chairman, Clive Moore presented the WM with an inscribed gavel to commemorate this very enjoyable occasion.

The Chairman concluded that it had been a great year and a privilege to attend such a wide range of important Masonic events across the country and he thanked all the Officers of the Association whose time and efforts made all the arrangements possible.

The Chairman continued by outlining some of the visits already planned for 2011/2012 the most immediate of these included.

10th September, Atholl Lodge No74 in Birmingham. This lodge is celebrating its 200 Anniversary and has requested the association parade in dressed in Ancient Costume under its banner, an address on the History of Atholl Lodges by the Chairman and have indicated it would be pleased to receive an inscribed gavel. 

11th October. St Johns Lodge No80 in Sunderland, this Lodge is celebrating its 250 Anniversary and the Association has been invited to attend in a manner similar to that described above for the Atholl Lodge. This Lodge is also holding a public celebration at the Bemish Masonic Temple on Friday the 21st of October, when the Prov GM will give an address and a White Table will follow. Members of the Association have also been cordially invited to this event.  

Treasurers Report.  The Treasurer presented the accounts for the year ending 31st December 1009. He stated apart from the loss of £ 854.89, which was due our support of the Question and Answer Event, the results for the year were satisfactory. He had received letter thanking us for the generous donation of £100.00 made to the Ciber Knife Appeal. 

He proposed that sum £2000 be transferred from our general account to the Grand Charity Relief Chest; this would enable us to receive a better rate of interest, T Sheilds seconded the proposal; the proposition was carried. The Treasurer was given a vote of thanks for his efforts.    

Examiners Report. The Examiners stated that the accounts as reported were correct and proper record. T.Shields proposed and R.Sheppard seconded that the accounts be adopted, the proposition was carried.

Marketing.   The order of 150 ties has been received and C.Moore was sourcing a new supplier of lapel pins. The Secretary will now be responsible for sales.

Constitution. No action required.     

Rolling Election of Executive Officers. (4.1 & 4.2 Constitutions) Period of three years. –Ted Hiscox-Colin Hodges-Nick Letherby-Don Roberts-Denis Mahoney, to continue in office.

Election of Executive Officers for the ensuing


Chairman - Geoffrey Abraham

Committee Sec.-Denis Mahoney

Treasurer- Nick Letherby

Liaison -Clive Moore

Proposed by T.Shields seconded by R.Sheppard. Proposition carried

Election of Officers for the ensuing year.

Ancient writings- Don Roberts

Web Master. - Neil Gardner. 

Membership -Terry Mahoney.

Standard Bearer-Tony Shields

Chaplain- Colin Hodges

Historian -Ray Sheppard.

Director of Ceremonies (3)- Ted Hiscox, Dave Evans, Alan Peters

Examiners. - Christopher Webster, Albert Marrable.

Proposed by Geoffery Abraham Seconded by Nick Letherby, proposition carried.

Membership. Lodge - £10 pa – Associate Lodge £10pa-Affiliate £10pa- Affiliate Member £5pa.

A letter together with an invoice is to be sent before the end of August to all subscribing lodges reminding them that dues are now due.

Regions. Clive Moore is in the process of collating Atholl Lodges on a regional basis hoping to foster fraternal inter visiting; he is well advanced with this project and hopes to have it fianlised in the near future.

 Visit to Jamaica.  Contact is to be renewed with two lodges there in an effort to get things going.

NewYork.There has been no positive response on this visit again further contact is to be made in the hope that this visit will go forward. 

Planned Visits As per Chairman’s report.

Future meetings. Thursday 13 Oct 2011 - Wed 11th April 2012- Wed 11 July 2012.

A.O.B. Terry Mahoney pointed out that those members who represented the Association on official visits incurred considerable travel and hotel expenses, he therefore proposed that the sum of £25.00 be made per member towards the cost of each visit made. Nick Letherby seconded the proposition, the proposition was carried.

The meeting closed at 7.45 pm

